The Doctrine of How We Got Our Bible

I.
Initial Question: What does the Bible say is its origin?

Answer: God.
- According to the Bible, all Holy Scripture has been spoken by God

2 Timothy 3:15-16 (King James Version)
 15And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

 16All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

2 Timothy 3:16 (English Standard Version)
16All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness[.]

Note:  The phrase “given by inspiration of God” in the KJV, and phrase “breathed out by God” in the ESV are translations from the original greek word, “theopneustos” (theh-op’-nyoo-stos) – which literally means God-breathed.

-- The English word “Inspiration” has it’s origins in Latin.  The Latin word is: “inspirare” – a combination of the prefix “in,” and the root “spirare.”  While “spirare” (where we get the English word “spirit”) means “to breathe,” changing the prefix changes the meaning.  Note that the English words inspiration, respiration and expiration each share the same root (“spirare” – to breathe), but the prefix alters the meaning in each case.  Consider the literal import of these words in the context of a man’s natural life.
Man’s ex-piration – He breathes his last breath, i.e., his final breathing out (see e.g., Luke 23:46).
Man’s re-spiration – He breathes again (and again), i.e, re-peatedly.

Man’s in-spiration – His initial breath, i.e., the initial breathing into him  (see e.g., Genesis 2:7).

Put into the context of the scriptures then, we gather that by using the word “inspiration” the King James Version is conveying the idea that the initial breath of all of the Holy Scriptures came from God, not from man.  This is our doctrine on “how we got our bible” in a nut-shell, and anything contrary thereto is heresy and false doctrine.
- According to the Bible, the Holy Scriptures were given through men
· 2 Peter 1:20-21 (King James Version)

 20Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

 21For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

· 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (King James Version)

 13For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

Inspiration - “The Holy Spirit’s superintending over the writers so that while writing according to their own styles and personalities, the result was God’s Word written, authoritative, trustworthy and free from error.”

“Providential Direction”

Source – God.

Instrument – Man.

Result – The word of God in the words of men of God: who were moved by the Spirit of God; whose personalities, vocabularies, and literary styles were providentially prepared by God; and whose writings were providentially preserved by God from all material error.

In Summary on the origin of Holy Scripture, see: 

Hebrews 2:2-4 (New King James Version)

2 For if the word spoken through angels [messengers] proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which [1] at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and [2] was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 [and, 3] God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

II.
Second Question: Given what the Bible says of itself, that its origin is God Himself, Why should I believe that?


A.
Answer: Because it’s verifiably true.  



1.    The Bible has proved its divine origin through prophecy.

~ The Lord counsels us in Isaiah 46:9-10 to:  “Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure”.
~ For example, consider prophecy concerning Israel in the Land of their fathers.

-Note the prophecies of Deuteronomy (cir. 1450-1410 B.C.) regarding the then future scattering of Israel:  [Deut. Chap. 28 vv.: 15, 25, 33, 36-37, 45-52, 64-65]

 Also - Note the prophecies of Jeremiah (cir. 626 – 580 B.C.) & Ezekiel (cir. 593-570 B.C.) regarding the restoration of Israel: [Jer. 30:1-3, 10, 17-18, 24; Jer. 31:10, Jer. 32:36-37, 41-42; Jer. 33:7; Ezek. 34:13; 37:1-14].
- And compare to: The secular history of Israel’s oppression, persecution, and ultimate scattering commencing in 132 A.D.; then the modern  immigration of Jewish peoples back to the land in 1881 A.D. (almost 1750 years later!!); and the official reinstatement of Israel as a nation-state in 1948  (over 1800 years later, and approx. 2300 years after the prophesied restoration); taking into account the present day prosperity of Israel, and remembering the words of Ezekiel 37:14 – “[T]hen shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it[.]”

“For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.”  Matthew 13:17.
2.
Countless witnesses will testify that it works.

- Testimonial Evidence: the number one way that a fact is proven in a court of Law is through the testimony of witnesses.  

- The bible is the world’s number one best selling book of all time by far (which in itself testifies of its divine origin).  It is the only book known to have sold over one billion copies.  And in fact, it is estimated to have sold anywhere between 2.5 to 6 billion copies.

(Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_best-selling_books)

-Thus, there is no shortage on believers willing to testify that the Bible is the word of God, and that it works and has worked effectively in their lives.  Just ask around for people to share their testimonies.

- Proof-text: 1 Thessalonians 2:13 - For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

3.
Practical application proves that it works. 

- God invites us all to try His word out to prove (to ourselves) that it works:

Romans 12:2 (Amplified Bible)

Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].


B. 
Ultimately, the faith to believe the word of God is the word of God is a move of the Holy Spirit, generally on behalf of those who care enough to seek.

 - John 16:13 

 13Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

 -1 Corinthians 12:3 

 3Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

- 1 John 2:27 

 27But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

- Luke 11:13 

 13If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

III.
Third Question: How do we know what we have today is the same as the original text?  


A.
Primary Answer: God.

-  As stated in previous sections, God confirms the truth of his word to His people.

- Throughout the centuries, the people of God have trusted God (who is the epitome of trustworthiness) to sufficiently preserve His word in substance for the edification of the church.  The significance He places on His word is unparalleled.

Psalm 138:2 (King James Version)

 2I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy loving-kindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

- Exodus 20:7, Deuteronomy 5:11, Matthew 7:9 & Philippians 2:8-11 give us an indication of how serious God is about His name; if He exalts His word above His name then, how serious must God be about His word?


B.
Secondary Answer: Confirmation by Archeological discovery and examination of Ancient documents.
 -  Scholars claim that there are presently more than 10,000 known ancient Old Testament manuscripts in existence today, some dating back to 250 B.C.  There are at least 5686 ancient New Testament manuscripts, many dating back as early as 50 A.D.
- Discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls at Qumran (West Bank) in 1947 has been called the greatest manuscript discovery of modern times.  Ultimately they found hundreds of manuscripts, mostly Old Testament (many New Testament and other documents), some fragments, some complete scrolls, all dated in the range of 250 B.C. to 70 A.D.
- In regards to the New Testament findings, Manuscript expert Sir Frederick Kenyon wrote: “The interval between the dates of the original composition and the earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have come down substantially as they were written has now been removed.  Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be regarded as finally established.”  (Fr. Norman Geisler, quoting Kenyon, Bible and Archeology, 288).
-  For pictures of some of these ancient documents/fragments view the expanded outline on the internet at: http://eternallifemusic.com/random/How_Did_We_Get_Our_Bible.pdf  


C.
Relevant Topic: Principles of Canonization
•     What do we mean by the word “canon,” and what is it?

· “Canon” is – a word we use to refer to the Holy Scripture (i.e., the Sacred Writings).

· “Canon” technically means – rod, rule or standard.

· So “canon” may be defined as those writings which exist as the standard for Christian doctrine and practice.  (See 2 Tim. 3:16-17)

•     What was man’s role in DETERMINING the canon?

· None.  God determined it.  


(Remember theopneustos – God breathed 2 Tim. 3:16)

· Men, specifically the people of God, received it.  (See 1st Timothy 3:15 - “the house of God, which is the church of the living God, [is] the pillar and ground of the truth”).  
•     How did the people of God distinguish it from other writings, (i.e., how did they know what not to include)?

God’s word is generally distinguishable by “5 Fingerprints”:

1.
It was written (penned) by a prophet of God.


- Not just random somebody, but a known Prophet or Apostle of God, speaking on behalf of God, with the authority of God.  (See 2nd Pet. 1:21, Galatians 1:11-12, 1 Corinthians 4:1-4).

2.
The prophet/prophetic word was confirmed by the acts of God.


-  The writer was often confirmed by miracles, signs and wonders.  2nd Corinthians 12:12 (speaking of “the signs of an apostle”).  See also John 3:2 and Hebrews 2:4..

3.
The writing told the TRUTH about God.


-  God cannot lie or contradict Himself, so any so called “inspired” word would have to line up with what He already revealed to us.  


-  The apostles warned that during biblical times false prophets were attempting to secretly bring damnable heresies into the church.  See 2nd Peter 2:1.  Thus the church of the living God, as “the pillar and ground of the truth,” was called upon to reject any such doctrines and writings.  See Galatians 1:8 (saying any person who brings a “gospel” which differs from what we’ve received is accursed).

4.     The writing had with it the power of God.

- Looking for the power to evangelize, edify and “able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”  2nd Tim. 3:15.

- Looking for Hebrews 4:12 life and power – “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

5.
The writing was initially and subsequently accepted by the people of God.
-  “[W]hen ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God.” 

 1 Thessalonians 2:13.

- Early Church writers cited the canon.

- Church Councils - Gave later, broader and final recognition to what was already a fact, namely that God had inspired the canon and that the people of God accepted those books when they were written.

· Council of Hippo (393 A.D.) & Council of Carthage (397 A.D.) rendered the final affirmation and declaration of the canon.

· The Councils did not determine the canon (God did)

· The Councils did not first discover the canon (it preceded them)

· The Councils certainly did not write the canon (the Dead Sea Scrolls predate them).

IV.
Conclusion: Given available evidences just in the natural, no Bible believing Christian has a legitimate reason to doubt that the Bible came from God.  We should understand, however, that we should not place our faith and trust in such evidences, but place them in God Himself, who surely calls us to walk by faith, not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7).
“Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”  

John 20:29

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”  

Hebrews 11:6

“For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, 

and it was counted unto him for righteousness.”  

Romans 4:3

� Extended outline: http://eternallifemusic.com/random/How_Did_We_Get_Our_Bible.pdf
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